
CITY OF SUTTER CREEK 
SEWER COMMITTEE  

AGENDA 
MONDAY, November 7, 2011    1:00 P.M.  

Sutter Creek Community Center 
33 Church Street 

 
 

1.  Meeting will be called to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
2.  PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA - Discussion items only, no action will be 
taken.  Any person may address the Council at this time on any subject within the jurisdiction of 
the City Council.  Please note:  There is a five (5) minute time limit per speaker. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 A. Approval of minutes from the October 3, 2011 Committee meeting 
 B. Approval of minutes from the October 17, 2011 Committee meeting 
   
4.  WASTEWATER MASTER PLANS:  
 A. Establishment of technical sub-committee to work with HydroScience 
 Engineers on Master Plan updates 
 B. Master Plan Update Kickoff Discussion: 

a. Introductions, Roles and Responsibilities 
b. Communications Plan 
c. Goals of Update 
d. Work to Accomplish 
e. Review of Major Decision Points 
f. Project Schedule 
g. Approach for Screening Initial Alternatives 

   
 
5.  CITY OF IONE UPDATE: Discussion 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Office at (209) 267-5647.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 

enable the City to make reasonable arrangements. 
 
 
 



October 3, 2011 City of Sutter Creek Sewer Committee meeting 
minutes 

 
1. Meeting called to order at 1:05 PM.  

Committee Members present: Sean Rabé, Grant Reynolds, Jim Swift, Robin Peters, Tim 
Murphy, Mike Kirkley, Pat Crosby. Committee Members absent: None 
 

2. Public Matters Not On The Agenda:  
Mike Kirkley asked about the Wyatt Troxel report and what the procedure for the issues 
raised in it would be. Murphy responded that the report will go to the City Council for 
review. 
  

3. Minutes from August 15, 2011 meeting: Minor changes noted by Reynolds. Motion to 
approve  by Swift, second by Crosby. Motion passed 6-0.  
 

4. Update on Wastewater Master Plan Request for Proposals: Rabe gave a verbal update on 
respondents. Four firms responded: HDR, NexGen, HydroScience Engineers and Stantec. 
Interviews were being scheduled.  
 

5. City of Ione Update:  
James Maynard, City of Ione City Attorney, introduced Ione’s wastewater consultant Art 
O'Brien. Mr. O'Brien provided a brief overview of issues facing Ione, including the cease 
and desist order. He noted that the City needed to complete a seepage plan and have it 
submitted by Jan. 30, 2012 with a new plant up and running by Oct. 31, 2013. The plan 
for the plant will look at current ratepayers needs and approved development, which 
comes to about 500,000 gpd. Mr. O’Brien noted that the City’s Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) has been certified. He said the EIR includes closing ponds 1 to 4 (which are 
treatment ponds) and 5 and 6 because of their proximity to creek. He said the City is 
looking at two options: a design, build, operate and finance option with PERC Water or a 
publicly-financed project.  
Mr. O’Brien noted that the City’s existing disposal ponds can be used for the proposed 
500,000 gpd plant. If a regional plant was to be implemented, the City would not be able 
to use the ponds because the ponds would be beyond capacity. Responding to a question 
from Kirkley on the capacity of the existing tertiary plant, Mr. O’Brien said the plant can 
process 1.2 million gallons per day. He also noted that the 500,000 gallon per day plant 
does not include any flow outside of City – meaning it doesn't include the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation or the Amador Regional Sanitation 
Authority.  
Murphy asked what the pressure was to tell Ione if Sutter Creek and ARSA are going to 
participate in the new plant? O’Brien responded that the issue is an economies of scale – 
it is more expensive to operate two separate plants. Murphy also asked about timelines 
and a potential funding source with Gold Rush and how those can be incorporated into 
Ione’s timeline. O’Brien responded that costs start escalating when construction actually 



starts. Ione can move forward with regulatory issues independent of the regional plan, on 
a parallel course. He noted that Fall of next year when construction starts.  

6. More discussion ensued between the Committee and the City of Ione representatives. 
Reynolds, Peters, Swift and Rabé were directed to work on a short list of alternatives to 
bring back to the next meeting.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 3 PM.  



October 17, 2011 City of Sutter Creek Sewer Committee meeting 
minutes 

 
1. Meeting called to order at 1:05 PM.  

Committee Members present: Sean Rabé, Grant Reynolds, Tim Murphy, Mike Kirkley, 
Pat Crosby. Committee Members absent: Jim Swift, Robin Peters.  
 

2. Public Matters Not On The Agenda: 
None.  
 

3. Minutes of October 3, 2011 meeting:  
Minutes would be presented at next Committee meeting.    
 

4. Wastewater Master Plan Update:  
Reynolds discussed the updated potential alternative matrix that was handed out to the 
Committee. The Committee discussed the various options and the changes the sub-
committee made. After some discussion, the Committee agreed that there wasn’t much 
else that could be dropped off. Reynolds also discussed the results of a collection system 
smoke testing project that the City has been undertaking. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 2 PM.  


