
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2018 

COMMUNITY BUILDING 

33 CHURCH STREET 

Sutter Creek, California 

5:00 P.M. 

 

A G E N D A 

 

 

1. Call to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. The Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Any person may address the Planning Commission regarding matters not on the agenda and 

within the purview of the Commission. 

 

4.  SUTTER CREEK GENERAL PLAN UPDATE – GLOSSARY DEFINITION 

Planning Commission review on the proposed General Plan Glossary definition of “prominent 

public access points,” additional scenic ridgeline reference text to Policy COS-1.2.5, and revised 

Figure 4-2, and make recommendation to the City Council to adopt a resolution accepting the 

definition and modifying the General Plan Glossary and accepting the modification to Policy 

COS-1.2.5 and Figure 4-2. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Monday, May 14, 2018 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a disability-related modification or 

accommodation to participate in this meeting, please contact City Hall staff at (209) 267-5647 or (209) 267-1655(fax). 

Requests must be made as early as possible and at least two-full working days before the start of the meeting. 

Any writing that is distributed to a majority of the Commission by any person in connection with an agenda item is a disclosable 

public record (subject to any exemption under the Public Records Act) and is available for inspection at 
City Hall, 18 Main Street, Sutter Creek, CA  95685 during regular business hours. 

Any public documents distributed to the Commission less than 72 hours prior to a meeting will be posted at City Hall. 
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TO:   Planning Commission 
 

MEETING DATE: April 23, 2018 
 

FROM:  Anders Hauge, Planning Consultant 
 

SUBJECT: Sutter Creek General Plan Glossary  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Planning Commission review on the proposed General Plan Glossary definition of “prominent public 
access points,” additional scenic ridgeline reference text to Policy COS-1.2.5, and revised Figure 4-2, 
and make recommendation to the City Council to adopt a resolution accepting the definition and 
modifying the General Plan Glossary and accepAting the modification to Policy COS-1.2.5 and 
Figure 4-2. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element Policy COS-1.2.5 states, “The location of 
buildings and structures that are planned or proposed near scenic ridgelines, which exhibit a 
prominent skyline when viewed from prominent public access points, should be set back from the 
scenic ridgeline and/or their heights should be limited and/or vegetation or screening provided to 
help preserve the existing natural skyline.” Scenic ridgelines are defined in the General Plan Glossary 
as, “A scenic ridgeline is a ridgeline that exhibits a prominent skyline when viewed from different 
public vantage points;” however the General Plan Glossary does not include a definition of 
“prominent public access points” and the Land Use Overlay Diagram (Figure 4-2 in the Land Use 
Element) does not identify the location of “scenic ridgelines.” 
 
The need to include a definition of “Prominent Public Access Points” was raised during the March 
12, 2018 Planning Commission meeting during the discussion of Policy COS-1.2.5 and the 
associated “scenic ridgeline” definition, as well as during previous Planning Commission meetings. 
Concern was raised that additional clarity was needed to define public, rather than private, 
viewpoints. This definition makes it clear that applicability of the policy relates to public viewpoints 
within the City and not private viewpoints from private property. It also clarifies that the policy does 
not give personal preference authority from private viewpoints. Defining “prominent public access 
points” would solidify Policy COS-1.2.5 and solidify application and implementation of this policy. 
 
Identifying the location of scenic ridgelines on Figure 4-2 Land Use Overlay Diagram was also 
considered. This would clearly delineate which ridgelines are considered scenic.  On April 16, 2017, 
scenic ridgelines were identified in the field by City staff and Planning Commissioner Cunha. 
 

DISCUSSION 

The following definition of “prominent public access points” is provided for Planning Commission 

consideration: 

 

“Prominent Public Access Points: Prominent public access points are the following spaces 

within the City of Sutter Creek boundary: City parks, Church Street, Gopher Street, Main 

Street, Highway 49 and Highway 104.” 

 

While the definition of Scenic Ridgelines in the General Plan Glossary follows the definition 

contained in the text of the Gold Rush Ranch Specific Plan, there is no definition or discussion to 

define prominent public access points in the Gold Rush Ranch Specific Plan.  
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Likewise, the adopted Design Standards do not define these terms.  While the Design Standards 

indicate proposals shall demonstrate consideration for views (page 24), should optimize views when 

possible (page 17), and should be considerate of their surroundings and not obscure scenic views 

(page 25), there is no definition of prominent public access points.  The Design Standards address the 

visibility of roofs, walls, mechanical and utility equipment or areas in relation to public view, but 

again there is no definition of a public access or vantage point.  Prominent public access points and 

scenic ridgelines are not included in the Design Standards Definition of Key Terms.  

 

This definition would not conflict with the analysis or conclusions of the IS/MND prepared for the 

General Plan, Land Use Diagram, and Zoning Map amendments, and no significant impact is 

associated with this new glossary definition. CEQA does not require public review of glossary terms 

used by the City and contained in the General Plan. The glossary is designed to aid the 

implementation of and application of the General Plan by providing additional clarity. No 

modification of the IS/MND is necessary and the additional definition would not result in new 

impacts.  

 

In relation to defining scenic ridgelines, an update to Figure 4-2 is attached showing the location of 

proposed scenic ridgelines. A topographic map showing the location of the scenic ridgelines on 

Figure 4-2 in relation to elevations is also attached for refence. In addition, the following text change 

to Policy COS-1.2.5 is provided for Planning Commission consideration: 

 

“Policy COS-1.2.5:  The location of buildings and structures that are planned or proposed 

near scenic ridgelines as diagramed on Figure 4-2 in the Land Use Element, which exhibit 

a prominent skyline when viewed from prominent public access points, should be set back 

from the scenic ridgeline and/or their heights should be limited and/or vegetation or 

screening provided to help preserve the existing natural skyline.” 

 

The text added to Policy COS-1.2.5 does not substantially change the policy other than to clarify 

which ridgelines are scenic ridgelines. This change would not affect the IS/MND or the analysis and 

conclusions therein. The alteration of Figure 4-2 to define the location of scenic ridgelines would not 

affect the definition of scenic ridgelines in the Glossary tor the analysis and conclusions in the 

IS/MND and would not conflict with the Design Standards. 

 

BUDGET IMPACT:  

There is no budget impact directly.   

 

* * * * 
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April 23, 2018 
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CITY OF SUTTER CREEK 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION NO.  17 -18 -** 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF SUTTER CREEK 

RECOMMENDING MODIFICATION OF THE GENERAL PLAN GLOSSARY 

 

WHEREAS, Section 65300 et. Seq. of the California Government Code requires each city to adopt a 

comprehensive, long-term general plan for the physical development of each city; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Sutter Creek did on Monday, April 23, 2018, 

hold a public hearing on the proposed General Plan Update amendments, specifically amendment of 

the General Plan Glossary, Figure 4-2, and Policy COS-1.2.5; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission did, at the public hearing, receive a report from the planning 

staff, and at the closing of said public hearing did deliberate and consider the same; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission found that the proposed amendment to the General Plan 

Glossary would not result in significant environmental impact; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Planning Commission makes the following findings:  

1. The recommended revision of the glossary with a definition of “prominent public access points” 

would not result in significant impacts and does not need to be specifically addressed by and would not 

alter the findings of the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

2. The amended text of the General Plan Glossary improves the clarity of the General Plan and would 

not weaken the General Plan. 

3. The recommended revisions to Policy COS-1.2.5 and Figure 4-2 would not result in significant 

impacts and do not need to be specifically addressed by and would not alter the findings of the Initial 

Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

4. The amended text of the Policy COS-1.2.5 and amended Figure 4-2 improve the clarity of the 

General Plan and would not weaken the General Plan. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City 

of Sutter Creek hereby recommends to the City Council the approval of the definition of “prominent 

public access points” and the modification of the General Plan Glossary to include this new definition, 

and the approval of the revised Figure 4-2 and added reference to Figure 4-2 in Policy COS-1.2.5. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Sutter Creek on this 23
rd

 day 

of April 2018, by the following vote: 

 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

 

ATTEST: 

        _____________________________ 

        Frank Cunha, Chairman 

_________________________________________  

Mary Beth Van Voorhis, Administrative Analyst 
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