
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a disability-related modification or accommodation to participate 

in this meeting, please contact Mary Beth Van Voorhis at (209) 267-5647 ext. 245 or (209) 267-0639 (fax). 

Requests must be made as early as possible, and at least two-full business days before the start of the meeting. 
 

Any writing that is distributed to a majority of the Board by any person in connection with an agenda item is a disclosable public record 

(subject to any exemption under the Public Records Act) and is available for inspection at the City of Sutter Creek, 

Amador Regional Sanitation Authority (ARSA), 18 Main St., Sutter Creek, CA 95685 during regular business hours. 

Any public documents distributed to the Board less than 72 hours prior to a meeting will be available at the City of Sutter Creek. 

AMADOR REGIONAL SANITATION AUTHORITY 
 

AGENDA 
 

Wednesday – August 28, 2013 

Community Building 

33 Church Street 

Sutter Creek, CA  95685 
 

10:00 A.M. 
 

PROCEEDINGS OF THIS MEETING ARE TAPE RECORDED. 

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES, PAGERS AND WIRELESS DEVICES. 

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. AGENDA:  Approval of agenda for this date; any and all off-agenda items must be approved by the Board 

of Directors. 
 

4. PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA:  Discussion items only, no action to be taken.  Any person may address the 

Board at this time upon any subject within the jurisdiction of the Amador Regional Sanitation Authority; however, any matter that 

requires action may be referred to staff and/or Committee for a report and recommendation for possible action at a subsequent Board 

meeting.  Please note – there is a five (5) minute limit per topic. 
 

5. CONSENT AGENDA:  Items listed on the consent agenda are considered routine and may be enacted by 

one motion.  Any item may be removed for discussion and made a part of the regular agenda at the request of 

a Board member(s). 
 

A. Approval of Monthly Expenditure Reports  April 30, 2013 $35,012.97 

May 31, 2013 $13,530.17 

June 30, 2013 $35,262.63 

Total $83,805.77 

B. Approval of Minutes – June 26, 2013 
 

6. AGENDA: – Discussion and Action all items. 
 

A. ONE YEAR EXTENSION OF CONTRACT BETWEEN CITY OF SUTTER CREEK AND ARSA 

Approval of a one year contract extension for the $450,000 loan agreement. 
 

B. REGIONAL WASTEWATER STUDY FUNDING AND AGREEMENT 

Approval of the Memorandum of Understanding that governs the regional wastewater study funding 

and agreement between ARSA, City of Ione, and California Department of Corrections. 
 

7. MANAGER’S REPORT:  Discussion only. 
 

The Manager will provide the Board with a verbal report on additional District matters and future agenda 

items. 
 

8. CITY OF IONE UPDATE 

 

9. NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 25, 2013. 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
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AMADOR REGIONAL SANITATION AUTHORITY 
 

ACTION MINUTES 
 

Wednesday – June 26, 2013 
 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:The meeting was called to order and a quorum determined by Chairman Jim 

Swift at 10:07 a.m. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Jim Swift, Chairman     Sean Rabé, Manager 

 Louis Boitano, Vice Chairman    Harriet Steiner, Legal Counsel 

 Robin Peters      Gary Ghio, P.E., Engineer 

        Mary Beth Van Voorhis, Secretary 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Richard Forster, Tim Knox 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Chairman Swift led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

3. AGENDA:  Motion to approve the agenda, as presented, by Boitano, seconded by Peters.  

Motion carried 3-0. 

 

4. PUBLIC MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA:  None. 

 

5. CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

A. Approval of Minutes – May 22, 2013 

Motion by Peters, seconded by Boitano, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

6. AGENDA: 

 

A. Approval of 2013/2014 Budget Resolution #12-13-___ in the amount of $480,875. 

 

ARSA Manager Sean Rabé provided a verbal overview of the 2013/2014 Budget request.  The Board 

discussed necessary valve repairs, sludge removal, and inspection fees. 

 

Mimi Arata, Sutter Creek, had no specific line item comments, but felt revenue detail should be 

included along with billed agency cost breakdown estimates and account number detail. 

 

Motion by Peters, seconded by Boitano, to approve 2013/2014 Resolution #12-13-05, as 

presented, in the amount of $480,875.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

B. Ione Compliance Project Option.  The City of Ione requested use of ARSA water on 

compliance project sprayfields. 

 

Manager Rabé provided a verbal overview of the City of Ione request as outlined in his staff report.   

 

Ione City Manager Ed Pattison discussed Ione’s need to temporarily swap the influent sources at the 

Castle Oaks tertiary plant in order to meet their obligations under Regional Board Cease & Desist 

order.  Mr. Pattison described Ione’s new 65 acre agricultural alfalfa field project and Ione’s need to 
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perform pond maintenance and sludge removal prior to winter flows.  He indicated Ione would only be 

holding back from taking ARSA water for a period of 7 to 14 days maximum. 

 

ARSA Engineer Gary Ghio discussed the ARSA’s water trough filling requirements from capacity at 

Preston reservoir and the upcoming Henderson valve replacement project which requires Henderson to 

be drained before the winter season. 

 

Mr. Pattison described this as an opportunity to provide a “real world” case study for long term 

regional disposal opportunities with disposing of wastewater during dry winters. 

 

Mr. Rabé discussed the ARSA/Castle Oaks agreement in which ARSA would begin to pay for 

treatment plant costs.  In the event this process carries forward in the regional plan, ARSA could 

realize long term savings. 

 

Mimi Arata, Sutter Creek, provided public comment with regard to agreements/easement with Green 

Rock. 

 

By Board consensus, staff was directed to negotiate a formal agreement and return to the Board 

for approval. 

 

7. MANAGERS REPORT: 

 

ARSA Attorney Harriet Steiner advised the Board that the California Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation terms related to the Water Recycling Funding Grant Program have changed and once 

they have been fully vetted, if there are any major changes, the Agreement may return to the Board for 

reapproval. 

 

8. CITY OF IONE UPDATE:  None. 

 

9. NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 24, 2013. 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 
 

Respectively submitted, 

Mary Beth Van Voorhis, Secretary 



Amador Regional Sanitation Authority    

“Servicing Amador City, Martell, & Sutter Creek” 

18 Main Street  Sutter Creek, CA 95685  TELEPHONE (209) 267-5647  FAX (209) 267-0639 

STAFF REPORT 

AGENDA Item #6A 

MEETING DATE: August 21, 2013 

FROM:  Sean Rabé, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Extension of Contract Between ARSA and the City of Sutter Creek 

AGENDA TYPE: Open 

ATTACHMENTS: Yes 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff, representing both ARSA and the City of Sutter Creek, recommends that the Board approve a one-

year contract extension for the $450,000 loan agreement to the City (see attached).  The Gold Rush 

project has been approved by the City but is facing legal challenges.  Until the legal challenges facing 

Gold Rush are resolved the City will not know the ultimate fate of the project.  

BACKGROUND: 

The ARSA Board loaned $450,000 to Sutter Creek to secure the Noble Ranch for the placement of a 1300 

acre feet spray easement.  The terms of the loan required repayment of the loan if the right of way for an 

effluent disposal line was not acquired by June 2005 and if the pipeline was not built by June 2006.  

ARSA has continually granted extensions for both, pending the outcome of the Gold Rush project.  The 

City requests that ARSA grant an additional one-year extension.  

Staff stands ready to answer any questions you may have. 

BUDGET IMPACT 

None.  ARSA has always preferred that the pipeline be built over repayment of the loan due to the 

benefits of the spray easements and the ability to deliver effluent.   
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AGENDA Item #6B 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE: August 28, 2013 

FROM:  Sean Rabé, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Approval of three-party agreement for regional wastewater planning. 

AGENDA TYPE: Open 

ATTACHMENTS: Yes 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve the attached agreement (which includes the original Memorandum of Understanding that the 

Board previously authorized me to execute) that governs how the regional wastewater study will be 

funded and authorize the General Manager to sign the agreement.   

BACKGROUND: 

As the Board may remember, staff brought forward a proposal for funding a regional wastewater planning 

study on April 1, 2013 (Resolutions #12-13-03 & #12-03-04 attached).  At that meeting the Board 

approved the scope of work for the water recycling planning grant project with the city of Ione and 

CDCR. The Board also agreed to serve as the lead agency for this grant and authorized me to enter into a 

professional services agreement to perform the work. The final action taken by the Board was to authorize 

me to enter into a memorandum of understanding with Ione and CDCR for the grant.  Also, attached to 

this staff report are a cover letter from the Division of Administrative Services dated August 20, 2013, the 

Standard Agreement, the original MOU (Exhibit A) that the ARSA Board authorized me to execute in 

April 2013, Budget Details and Payment Provisions (Exhibit B), the Rate Sheet (Exhibit B-1), and the 

Special Terms and Conditions for Public Entity Agreements (Exhibit D), and the Contractor Certification 

Clauses. 

The language in the MOU was agreed to by the City of Ione and ARSA in June; however, because of a 

number of changes and contract requirements imposed by CDCR, I was unable to sign the agreement 

between the three parties.  As a result, ARSA Attorney Harriet Steiner and I have been working with 

CDCR and Ione since that time to come to an agreement on the MOU and additional contract 

requirements.  The result of those discussions is now presented to the ARSA Board for approval and 

authorization for the General Manager to execute the agreement.  We felt the Board should review and 

approve the document since it is different than the original direction the Board gave in April.   

Ms. Steiner and I have both reviewed the agreement.  While some of the requirements of the agreement 

are a bit onerous, none are overly concerning.  We recommend the Board approve the agreement and 

authorize me to execute it in order to facilitate the regional study’s progress.  

BUDGET IMPACT 

The proposed cost of the regional water recycling study is $150,000. The State Water Resources Control 

Board will reimburse the study partners with a $75,000 grant upon completion of the study. ARSA’s long 

term cost will be $25,000, once grant reimbursement is received. This item has already been budgeted in 

the 2013/2014 budget.  
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